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of this institution being used to organize and train the
women of Siberia and Mongolia, up to the Chinese
boundary.
Special attention also is given to the women of the
Soviet East, the Mohammedan women, who are citi-
zens of the Bolshevist Republic. These had only re-
cently taken off their veils and thrown overboard other
medieval superstitions. They make excellent fighters.
Camps for Summer training and fall maneuvers for
this woman's volunteer army of 250,000 are main-
tained by the Osoaviachim, joinly with the camps for
men, in the vicinity of Kostroma, Riazan, Ufa and
Novosibirsk. The training at these camps lasts one to
two months. After the women have attained proficiency
in their military training they are organized into mixed
divisions, the proportion being about thirty per cent
women to seventy per cent men soldiers.
One of the most important duties of the women
volunteer soldiers in the Soviet Union is inland policing
and inland military intelligence. In addition to millions
of former land owners, former army and civilian of-
ficials and former merchants who have been killed,
exiled or declassed, the Stalin regime by its collectivi-
zation policy has in the last three years antagonized
millions of so-called kulaks or rich peasants. It is these
peasants, burning with resentment over confiscation of
their land and the loss of their homes, who are con-
sidered a serious war menace by the Soviet. The Soviet
fears that if a foreign enemy once sets foot on Soviet